
Birds 
Newsletter 
No213 February 2010 

Birds SA is the operating name of The South Australian Ornithological Association Inc. 
c/- South Australian Museum, North Terrace, Adelaide, SA 5000 

The Aims of the Association are: 
To promote the conservation of Australian birds and their habitats. 
To encourage interest in, and develop knowledge of, the birds of South Australia. 
To record the results of research in regard to all aspects ofbird life. 
To maintain a public fund called the "Birds SA Conservation Fund" for the specific purpose of supporting the 
Association' s environmental objects. 
PRINT POST APPROVED PP532699/00009 



Nankeen Kestrel with prey 
photographed by Burt May early in January 2010 

2 Birds SA Newsletter, February 2010 



CONTENTS 
President's Letter ................................... 4 
Annual Report ..................................... 5 
Birds SA Notes & News ......................... 7 
Miscellaneous items ................................ 8 
Giving them Wings .............................. 1 0 
Past and Future Meetings ......................... 11 
Past Excursions ...................................... 13 
Future Excursions ................................ 15 
Bird Records ...................................... .16 
Financial Report ................................. 18 
News from the Library .......................... 20 
Some Pages of Photos ............................ 21 
CENTRE INSERT 
SAOA HISTORICAL SERIES NUMBER 32, 
ERHARD FRANZ BOEHM PART 5. 

:'" .1)~~~~.;.;,,;! .:.......J 
Following is a list of Birds SA activities for the next few 
months. FUrther details of all these activities are given 
later in the newsletter. 

Feb28 

Mar 13 

Mar 18 

Mar26 

Mar28 

Sunday Excursion to Browns Rd. Monarto 

********** 
Saturday Excursion to Laratinga Wetlands 

Thursday Excursion to Hindmarsh Estuary 

Friday General Meeting 
Sunday Excursion to Dry Creek Salt Fields 

********** 
April 2 to 5 Easter Campout 

April 1 0 Saturday Excursion to Porter Scrub CP 

April 22 Thursday Excursion to Sandy Creek CP 

April 30 Friday AGM and General Meeting 

********** 
May2 Sunday Excursion to Altona Reserve 

May 15 Saturday Excursion to Talbot Reserve 

May20 Thursday Excursion to Aldinga Scrub 

May28 Friday General Meeting 

May30 Sunday Excursion to Winninowie CP 

Cover Photo: Varied Sitella photographed by John 
Turner on 3/10/09, at Stockyard Plains Birds SA 
Campout. 

General meetings are held in the Hawker Centre at the 
Waite Institute, Waite Road, Urrbrae at 7.45pm. Doors 
open at 7.00pm. 
Committee meetings are held at the above venue on the 
second Monday of each month, starting at 7.30pm. 

Donations to the Birds SA Conservation Fund 
are tax-deductible 

New Members 
We welcome a pleasing number of 35 new members who 
have recently joined the Association. Their names are 
listed on p6. 
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SAOA COMMITTEE 2009- 2010 
President 
Vice President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Assistant Secretary 
Journal Editor 
Newsletter Editor 
Field Program Coordinator 
Bird Record Secretary 
Member 
Member 

Jeremy Robertson 
Stuart Hull 
Rodney Attwood 
Brian Blaylock 
Brian Walker 
Helen Monterola 
John Hatch 
Cynthia Pyle 
Trevor Cowie 
Colin Rogers 
Robert Rowland 
David Robertson 

OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS 

8278 1217 
8391 0007 
8264 1527 
8370 3349 
8263 3433 
83391311 
8362 2820 
8264 5778 
8263 2531 
8336 3325 
83881790 
8278 7866 

Librarian 
Image Librarian 

Karen Donkin 0402123960 
John Spiers 8333 0272 
email john_ b _ spiers@hotmail.com 

Ongoing Atlas Pat Bowie 8278 6048 

RELATED ASSOCIATIONS 
Birds South-east 
Chair Bryan Haywood 
Publicity Officer Bob Green 
Email shriketit@bigpond.com 
Fleurieu Birdwatchers 
Contact Person Judith Dyer 
Email dyer.jm@gmail.com 

WEBSITE www.birdssa.asn.au 

8726 8112 
8725 0549 

8555 2736 

2010 SAOA SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Single membership $45 
Family/household membership $55 
Single concession* $40 
Family/household concession* $50 

Student members (full-time students under 25 years) $1 0 
*Pensioners and people experiencing financial hardship can 
obtain concessions. Apply in writing to the Secretary, Birds SA. 

ABN 76 339 976 789 

ADVERTISING IN THE Birds SA NEWSLETTER 
SAOA relies on the integrity of advertisers for the quality and 
nature of their products and services. We cannot guarantee 
them. Advertising is charged as follows: $1.00 per line, up to 
$20.00 per quarter page and lOc per inserted leaflet (single 
sheet). The committee reserves the right to lower or waive these 
fees. 

COPY DEADLINE 
Copy for the May Newsletter is due by the April General 
Meeting (April 30). Contributions ('Word' format preferred) 
can be made on CD, or emailed to either of my email addresses: 

• cynthia_p@iprimus.com.au 
• cpy62284@bigpond.net.au 

or typed/handwritten neatly. 

Printed by Abbott Printers and Stationer 
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This is an unusual President's Letter 
in that I have spent very little time in 
South Australia in the last few 
months! I returned recently from a 
five-week stay in Papua New Guinea 
and tomorrow I leave for six weeks 
fieldwork on Darwin's Finches on 
the Galapagos Islands in Ecuador. So 
while I have been keeping track of 
emails as much as possible, I have 
felt somewhat isolated from the 
activities of Birds SA. 

money is accounted for and known, 
even a thousand year old piece that is 
currently at Monash University and 
is soon to be returned to continue its 
interrupted role. 
The villages we visited had no 
running water or electricity and are 
financially very poor, but culturally 
and personally the people are 
extraordinarily rich. Life is hard with 
little protein, but there is constant 
laughter and singing in beautiful 
harmonies. They are smart enough to 
recognise what they have. We met 
several old people who had been in 
positions of power and wealth, and 

politics after such an experience! Our 
children have been radically changed 
and motivated. It is a measure of 
their unique experience that despite 
the tough and uncomfortable 
conditions they endured, we have 
teenage girls who would give 
anything to return. 
There are many threats in PNG, 
particularly with large companies 
keen to log the rich timbers and plant 
oil palm plantations or "develop" 
tourism resorts. Yet there is hope as 
the communities largely recognise 
the threats and want to develop 
small-scale ecotourism with only 30-

The visit to the D'Entrecasteaux 
islands of Milne Bay Province in 
PNG made me think of what 
Australia must have been like before 
European settlement, because we fiii._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._iiiiiiiil 100 visitors per year to bring in 
saw largely intact ecosystems Oreanisations Ciie 'Birds 

SJ\ can pCay a ro(e in 
mitieatine tlie tlireats to 
our wi{dCife and inspirine 
peop(e to be concernea 

and prolific wildlife. It was 
wonderful to have Eclectus 
Parrots as common everyday 
birds and to see the influx of 
Asian birds like the common and 
noisy Blyth's Hornbill. It was 
extraordinary to look down 
during long flights to see 
continuous tracts of rainforests 
without roads and buildings. 
When we passed over the coast all 
the islands had aquamarine fringing 
reefs. We mainly interacted with 
indigenous people with an intact and 
vibrant culture, who are apparently 
Christian, but most important matters 
are dealt with by traditional cultural 
rules. Our interactions with the locals 
fully confirmed Jared Diamond's 
observation in Guns, Germs and 
Steel, that the people of PNG are 
exceptionally intelligent as we were 
constantly surprised by their 
sophisticated discussion and jokes in 
excellent English. Some of the 
islands (the more peaceful ones!) are 
matrilineal, with all land passing 
through the female line; while other 
islands are patrilineal, and there were 
complex rules that govern what 
happens when there is intermarriage 
between the two. All were involved 
in the complex kula trade in which 
two forms of shell money are used 
for important purchases, though one 
system moves through the islands 
clockwise while the other moves 
anticlockwise! Every piece of shell 

much needed cash, but exclude 
the negative impacts of 
tourism. Again we were 
impressed by their 
sophisticated thinking on the 
costs and benefits of unbridled 
development, which benefits a 
minority but might destroy 
their culture. 
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about tlie pCielit of birds 
and tlieir liabitats. 

yet on retirement chose to return to 
their communities rather than live in 
a mansion in a city. We met a retired 
public servant with a Masters degree 
from the Australian National 
University, who has held many 
responsible positions including being 
Minister of Defence and advisor to 
the Prime Minister; an articulate and 
charismatic man who has retired 
cheerfully to a simple life in his 
home village. Similarly, we met an 
ex-patriot Englishman who has lived 
in PNG for 56 years and as a multi­
millionaire wants to contribute to the 
country that gave him so much. It is 
difficult to envisage such generous 
characters in our own society. As we 
were a party of eleven, consisting of 
three families with seven children 
between us, we were treated very 
well as the locals have much respect 
for anyone who entrusts their 
children to the community. It made 
us all consider what we have lost in 
our own communities and lives. It is 
difficult to come back to the petty 
concerns of mortgages and local 

So how does all this relate to 
Birds SA and South Australia? 

Well it makes me realise the 
importance of valuing what we have 
and preserving it through our 
conservation efforts. Unlike PNG we 
do not use the land in ways that 
foster wildlife, but organisations like 
Birds SA can play a role in 
mitigating the threats and inspiring 
people to be concerned about the 
plight of birds and their habitats. To 
this end we have good n!?ws that we 
will soon be signing a Memorandum 
of Understanding with Birds 
Australia that will further our 
collaborative efforts m bird 
conservation. The Committee is soon 
to advertise our research grants to 
further research and conservation of 
Australian birds. Also some members 
were involved in making a television 
report on the Laratinga wetlands and 
the role of Birds SA that will soon be 
shown on Channel 10 and may 
inspire some young viewers to 
become immersed in the wonders of 
Australian birds. 
Jeremy Robertson 
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THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
ORNITHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATION INC. (BIRDS SA) 
ANNUAL REPORT 2009 

This report summarises the 11 Oth year 
of our Association, during which 
there has been a slight increase m 
membership from 557 to 562. 

Activities 
Following extensive talks and co­
operation with Ridley Corporation, 
Trevor <;owie has been able to gain 
access for bona fide birdwatchers to 
the salt fields at St Kilda and Price 
on Yorke Peninsula. Birds SA will be 
responsible for the issuing of all 
permits. 

In July preliminary talks were held 
with Alison Russell-French, 
President and Graeme Hamilton, 
Chief Executive Officer, Birds 
Australia with the aim of establishing 
closer liaison between our two 
Associations. Discussions are 
continuing in relation to the 
establishment of a Memorandum of 
Understanding between the two 
organisations. 

Birds SA has acted as the co­
ordinating body for the Gulf St 
Vincent portion of the Shorebirds 
2020 survey. The Committee would 
like to express its thanks to Trevor 
Cowie for the outstanding amount of 
effort that he has devoted to this 
project. 

The Association helped to design 
three interpretive signs at the 
Laratinga Wetlands. It also provided 
a contribution to the Mount Barker 
Council for the erection of these 
signs. 

The Committee of Management 
extends its warm thanks to all those 
volunteers who helped throughout 
the year. 

Publications 
The Birds SA (The South Australian 
Ornithological Association Inc.) 
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Newsletter edited by Cynthia Pyle 
continued to be published quarterly 
in February, May, August and 
November. 

Under the new Editorial Committee 
of John Hatch (Editor), Jeremy 
Robertson and Colin Rogers, two 
issues of the revamped South 
Australian Ornithologist (Volume 
35, Parts 5 & 6, Part 7) were 
published in a revised format, 
including colour photographs. 

Meetings 
Meeting have been held on a 
monthly basis with strong support 
from members. The Committee was 
especially pleased to be able to 
arrange for Associate Professor 
Darryl Jones to speak about 
"Marvellous Megapodes" at the 
October meeting. 

The popularity of Members' Nights 
also continued and the Committee 
intends to make these a recurrent 
feature. 

Field Trips 
Field Trips were held throughout the 

. year with a solid, if limited, level of 
participation. Trips covered a variety 
of locations and habitats. During the 
year there were 39 Field Trips plus 
two campouts. A total of 225 species 
of birds were identified on the Field 
Trips. 

Honorary Members 
The Association's Constitution 
provides for the election of up to 10 
Honorary Members. At the end of the 
year there were five Honorary 
Members. 

Andrew Black Bob Brown 
Penny Paton David Paton 
Richard Schodde 

Long-Serving Members 
At the Annual General Meeting Birds 
SA recognised long-term Association 
membership by presenting Long­
serving Membership certificates. The 
Committee would like to highlight 

those members who qualified on this 
occasion for Platinum ( 40 years) and 
Gold (35 years) certificates. 

Platinum Certificates 
John Hatch David Close 
Elizabeth Close Michael Drew 
Roger Collier Margaret Collier 
Brian Cox Anna Cox 
Ross Reid Muriel Reid 
Ross Robinson 

Gold Certificates 
Margaret Killick Peter Scapens 
Pearl Scapens JohnMcGorm 
Lorraine White Robert Sothman 
Janice Menz 

Sub Committees 

Conservation 
Birds SA prepared a submission in 
response to the Environmental 
Impact Statement for the proposed 
Olympic Mine Dam extension. 
Other issues referred to the 
Conservation Sub-committee 
included: Housing development in 
the Salisbury Council area, in 
particular the Greenfields Wetlands; 
the proposal by Ridley Corporation 
to create an extensive housing 
development on part of the Dry 
Creek salt fields; and the upgrade of 
roads passing through or adjacent to 
the Ferries McDonald Conservation 
Park. 

Grants 
In 2009 the Association as the 
principal recipient with the Coastal 
Management Branch, Department for 
Environment and Heritage received a 
Federal Government Grant of 
$39,975 for a "Coastal Raptor 
Survey" to be carried out by Terry 
Dennis. Our Association provided an 
additional $5000 towards the survey. 
The Treasurer, Brian Walker, has 
been responsible for controlling the 
funds and providing financial reports 
to the Government. 
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Vetting and Rarities Environment and Heritage 
concerning records for mapping the 
Census of SA's Birds. 

Committee of Management 
The subcommittee received 8 
submissions during 2009. The 
outcomes of these submissions have 
appeared in the Birds SA Newsletter 
and are shown in the table below. 

The Committee met twelve times 
during the year and attendance at 
these meetings was as follows: 

24/01 Moseley's Accepted 
Rockhopper 
Penguin 

20/03 Plains Accepted 
wanderer 

16/05 King Quail Not 
Accepted 

08/07 Night Parrot Not 
Accepted 

16/09 Powerful Owl Accepted 
11110 Swift Parrot Accepted 
22/11 Cook's Petrel Pendinf? 
25/12 Rufous Fantail Accepted 

Birds SA Conservation Fund 
Following the entry of the Fund to 
the Register of Environmental 
Organisations, donations of $2 and 
over to the Fund are now tax­
deductible. The Fund received 
donations of $2,076 during the year 
and the balance of the Project Fund 
(amounting to $18,067) was also 
transferred to the Conservation Fund. 
At the end of December the Fund had 
total funds of $26,713. It is intended 
that the Fund will provide grants for 
research into birds and their 
environment within South Australia 
during 20 l 0. 

Jeremy Robertson 
Stuart Hull 
Rodney Attwood 
Brian Blaylock 
Helen Monterola 
Brian Walker 
Colin Rogers 
Trevor Cowie 
John Hatch 
Cynthia Pyle 
Robert Rowland 
David Robertson 
John Fennell 

8 
9 
12 
10 
7 
12 
8 
9 
12 
5 
8 
10 
2 

A request was received from Birds 
Australia to vet 13 records as part of 
the ongoing Australian Atlas. The 
Vetting section (plus Colin Rogers 
for sea- and shore-birds) made 
further recommendations to Andrew 
Graham, Department for 

Due to work commitments John 
Fennell tendered his resignation from 
the Committee in August. 
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Brian Blaylock (secretary) 

We welcome the following new members, who have joined the Association in the past few months. 

Kevin William Smith 
Jared Hawkes 
Ian Ronald & Liz Kakoschke 
Greg, Nicole, Nyasha, Oliver & Isaac Kerr 
Miles, Tania & Bianca Davies 
Brett Backhouse & Paula Modra 
Scott White 
Richard Grant & Anthea Marie Williams 
William Rex & Pamela Joy O'Malley 
Ben McHenry & Lynette Queale 
Julie Turner 
Elizabeth Audrey Dau & Jill Margaret Huntley 
Tristan & Barbara Morrow 
Peter Edward & Margaret Lyndon McKenzie 
Noreen Langdon 
Tait Kowalick 
Graeme Richard Cellier 
Uditha Perera 
Ian May 

Berri 
Littlehampton 
Torrens Park 
Eden Hills 
Upper Sturt 
Magill 
Burton 
South Brighton 
Clare 
Kensington Park 
Willunga 
Hardwicke Bay 
Lower Mitcham 
Glenelg East 
Port Augusta West 
Edwards town 
Athelstone 
Mawson Lakes 
St Helens, Tasmania 

If your name has inadvertently been omitted from this list, please contact out treasurer. 
His 'phone number is on p2. 
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
AWARDS 
The Association's Constitution 
allows for Honorary Life 
Membership to be granted for 
distinguished service to the 
Association or in the cause of 
Ornithology generally. Honorary 
Life Membership may be granted to 
non-members as well as members 
and there is no limit as to the 
proportion of non-members to 
members. 
Honorary Life Members do not pay a 
subscription and receive all SAOA 
publications (Newsletter and the 
Journal) without charge. Honorary 
Life Members are limited to 1 0 and 
there are currently 5, whose names 
are listed on page 5 in the Annual 
Report. 
There are many more members who 
make great contributions to the 
Association than can be considered 
for or awarded Honorary Life 
Membership. 
In order to recognise these 
contributions the Committee has 
decided to instigate a new award for 
distinguished service to the 
Association, the SAOA 
Distinguished Service Award: 
• It will be limited to members 
• There will be no limit in the 

number of awards 
• It will be awarded annually 
• Honorary Life Members will not 

be eligible for Distinguished 
Service Awards, but members 
awarded the Distinguished 
Service Award may at a later date 
be considered for Honorary Life 
Membership 

Criteria 
The awards will be made for 
significant contributions to the 
Association. For example: 
• initiating a new idea or activity 

for the Association and carrying 
it out successfully 

• taking responsibility for a 
particular area or areas or 
activities with particular success. 

These contributions will normally 
have been made over periods of not 
less than ten years in one area or at 
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least five years in each of two or 
more areas. 
Nominations in writing specifYing 
the grounds for the nomination may 
be made by the Committee or by any 
three members. 
Supporting material could include 
letters of support, information on the 
significance of particular 
contribution(s), offices held and 
period( s) of appointment, 
references to publications and reports 
of activities and/or areas of 
responsibility. 
Members are invited to make 
nominations now. Nominations can 
be handed to any Committee member 
or posted to the Secretary at the 
Association's address. 
The names of the awardees will be 
announced at the mid-winter 
Members Meeting and short citations 
will be published in the Newsletter. 
David Robertson 

2010 "LOOKING AT BIRDS" 
EXHIBITIONS, BY PETER 
GOWER 
Stationmaster's Gallery 
20 South Terrace 
Strathalbyn SA 5255 
lOFeblO- 14Mar10 

Wed- Sun •• lOam- 4pm 

General Store Gallery 
6 Albert PI, MtBarker SA 5251 
17Marl0., lOAprlO 
Wed- Sat, lOam- 4pm 

Photographic Wholesalers Gallery 
47 Hutt St ,Adelaide 5001 
lMaylO- 31Mayl0 
Mon - .Fri; 9am - 5pm 
Sat : 9am - 12noon 

THE BIRDS SA 
CONSERVATION FUND 
The Committee is preparing a set of 
guidelines and an application form 
for use by potential researchers to 
apply for financial support from the 
Birds SA Conservation Fund. In line 
with similar grants from other 
organisations having a focus on the 
natural environment (such as the 
Field Naturalists and the Nature 

Conservation Society of South 
Australia) we have determined that 
the size of each grant should not 
exceed $3000, with two grants per 
year being available. 
Obviously our grants will only go to 
projects that meet the objectives of 
the fund: 
• Research into the conservation 

management of Australian birds 
• Research into the ecology of 

Australian birds 
• The purchase and management of 

land to conserve essential but 
disappearing bird habitat 

• Other specific purposes that 
support the Association's 
environmental objectives. 

Initially we anticipate that 
applications for grants will come 
from postgraduate students at South 
Australian Universities. 
We will require the applications to be 
supported by the student's 
programme supervisor and we will 
expect the applicants to prepare a 
short report on their work, of a kind 
that can be published in the 
Newsletter or the SA Ornithologist. 
They will also be required to give a 
presentation on their findings to a 
General Meeting of Birds SA. 
We now have sufficient funds to 
sustain this system of annual grants 
for at least 5 years. With the 
continued generosity of members, a 
Birds SA grant will become an 
essential component of research 
activities into the conservation of 
birds in South Australia. 
While it may be too late to receive 
and process applications for this 
academic year we will make every 
effort to put the necessary 
information out to potential 
applicants in the next few weeks. 
If you would like more information 
on this matter please 'phone me on 
0408264103 or email me at 
rodney.attwood@bigpond.com 
Thank you for making this initiative 
possible by your contributions to the 
Birds SA Conservation Fund. 
Rodney Attwood 
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